Dayne Gawley for President
Hello fellow engineering students, my name is Dayne Gawley. I am running for President of the SESS and ask for your vote to help secure a better future for the SESS and the College of Engineering. I believe that the SESS should be committed to ensuring that our members have the opportunities to get involved within various students’ groups and, more importantly, to feel like they are apart of a community of support and comradery in the College of Engineering. I have 4 goals as President of the SESS: to improve the mental health of students in light of recent events, the improve relations with other colleges, to ensure that each executive team member is working effectively to serve students, and to form a social committee aimed at bettering all social events within the College of Engineering.
Improved Mental Health within the College
Within these last two semesters, the College of Engineering has been through the suicide of a grad student and countless mental breakdowns. The 4th year Electrical Engineering graduating class alone has seen 2 students experience medium-profile mental breakdowns who were both admitted to the Irene and Leslie Dubé Centre for Mental Health. These instances are showing a trend in the mental health of students in the College of Engineering which could prove to be nightmarish. I promise to build on the success of past presidents by ensuring that our members are receiving continually improving mental health resources and information, showing students the signs that we must all look out that point to an incoming mental health crisis. With added initiatives, we can take larger strides and move that much closer to the goal of ensuring that we all graduate with a healthy mind.
Improved Relationships with Other Colleges
Currently, the College of Engineering has poor relations with other colleges on campus, as is evident by the string of USask Confession posts last semester targeted towards engineering. We must recognize that the relations we hold with other members of society can dictate how we ourselves function in society. The College of Engineering has the capability of being great friends with numerous colleges such as Geology, Nursing, and others by reaching out to their respective president’s and hosting social and networking events together. This has been proved in the past, when the SESS would host large parties with the Nurses, Agriculture, and many other colleges. With improved relations, we would be able improve the student experience and the opportunities our members receive.
Effective Team Structure
As President, it would be my job to ensure that my executive team is working together effectively and bringing their best to the table when it comes to serving our members.  There are many executives that must work hard over the summer to achieve a successful school year of member service, and I am committed to ensuring that my team members are staying on target with their short- and long-term goals. I will accomplish this by using effective organization strategies and with consistent one-on-one meetings with each executive member and myself to discuss where the team member is and where they want to be. Throughout the entire process, I will ensure that each executive member has the resources and support necessary to reach their goals and give our members the best service possible.
Social Committee
During my time as Vice-President of Events for the SESS, I became aware of many communication issues between the Discipline Societies and the SESS. These issues can often have a negative effect on the events hosted by Discipline Societies and the SESS, such as different student groups hosting beer nights on the same weekend. Such miscommunication damages the quality of both events and the student experience at the College of Engineering. I plan to remediate these issues by creating a non-authoritative Social Committee that will meet every month, will be sat upon by all Social Chairs (or equivalent officers) within the College of Engineering and will focus on the issues pertaining to hosting social events in the College of Engineering. A by-product of this committee will be more joint-events between different student groups and greater relations between the Discipline Societies and the SESS, as well as between the Discipline Societies themselves. This would increase the student experience and boost the number of social opportunities for engineering students.
If you have any questions about my campaign, please don’t hesitate to contact me, Dayne Gawley, at dag356@usask.ca, or at (306) 570-4253. 
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